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1.1 The Puttenham Neighbourhood Plan covers the period from 2016 to 2033. The Localism              

Act (2011) and the related Neighbourhood Planning Regulations (2012) have allowed local            

communities to have more control over the development of their areas by undertaking             

Neighbourhood Planning. The civil parish of Puttenham was designated as a Neighbourhood            

Area by Guildford Borough Council on 3 December 2014. This empowered Puttenham Parish             

Council to lead the production of a Neighbourhood Plan with the support of, and input from,                

the residents of the Parish.  

1.2 Puttenham Parish Council appointed a Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group to prepare a             

plan that would deliver the long-term goal of a balanced and vibrant neighbourhood, while              

maintaining the structure of the Village and the rural nature of the Parish. The Group held                

its first meeting in June 2015. Since then, various consultation events and questionnaires             

have been undertaken to gather the views of local residents and other stakeholders             

including local businesses. The feedback gathered has helped shape this Neighbourhood           

Plan.  
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Neighbourhood Planning 

2.1 The Localism Act of 2011 introduced neighbourhood planning which gives communities            

the right to have a direct say over their future development at a local level by producing a                  

Neighbourhood Plan. The Neighbourhood Plan (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) set           

the framework against which a Neighbourhood Plan must work within.  

2.2 Whilst the Parish Council are the ‘Qualifying Body’ which have the responsibility of              

preparing a Neighbourhood Plan, local residents and stakeholders have a vital role in             

influencing a Neighbourhood Plan which must ultimately be decided upon at a local             

referendum following an examination process. 

Preparing the Neighbourhood Plan 

2.3 Guildford Borough Council designated the parish of Puttenham as a Neighbourhood            

Area on 3 December 2014 following an application by the Parish Council. 
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